Card Sorts
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Process:  

1. Ask students to work alone to think of words or short phrases that occur to them when they think of a specific topic.  They should record each idea on a separate card.

2. Ask the students to then move into small groups to share their ideas, clarify ideas that are similar to the ideas of another group member, and then eliminate duplicate ideas.

3. Ask the students to then sort the ideas into categories, similar to an Affinity Diagram.  The categories can be created by the teacher or by the students.

4. When all of the classifying and sorting is completed, the students can take a tour around the room to observe and analyze the work of other groups.  One student must stay behind at the “home table” to answer questions.

5. After they tour the room, the students return to their home group to discuss what they observed and to revise and add new ideas or categories.

6. Groups may use the brainstormed ideas as a basis of future study.


Sort Cards





5 Card Draw





Tic Tac Toe





All Hands on Deck








Kinesthetic learners need to “touch the information”.  The following card activities offer students opportunities for hands-on learning.  Use index cards, post-its, or scrap paper cut into 4 X 6 cards to make the activities.
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